
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Betsy Esselman       

Department: Biological Sciences      Phone Number: (618) 650-5719 

E-mail Address: eesselm@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1061 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SLW Room 1030 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
We have been trying to break dormancy requirements in a rare Illinois orchid species. No experimentation has been 

done with this and it will help conserve the species. We have also been isolating and growing fungi associated with 

orchid root fungi. Orchid seeds require fungi to germinate. We have been collecting and growing fungi for 

germination experiments with a rare Illinois orchid species. All of this work has the goal of germinating seeds, 

growing seedlings 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Making solutions. Pouring agar plates. Learning to use the autoclave. Using a microscope. Collecting and analyzing 

data. Learning about experimental design. They will also be interacting with graduate students. They should be able 

to learn about what it is like to be a graduate student and decide if they want to go onto graduate school. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

I require that student present their work. Presenting data is a necessary skill and students can put this on their 

resumes. They will also be trained in some basic laboratory skills. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Biology 150 and earned a b or better 

 


